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1918-2018 

 

Ġie metai ï proginiai Lietuvai ir visiems pasaulio lietuviams.  

Ġvenļiame ġimtmetǱ, kada Lietuvos ģmonǟs susibȊrǟ, 

rizikavo ir paskelbǟ LietuvŃ ï nepriklausoma valstybe! 

LietuviȎ tauta ġvenļia didingŃ iġlikimŃ! Mes ne tik iġlikome 

kaip tauta, bet ir iġlaikǟme tai, kas svarbiausia: savo kalbŃ ir 

kultȊrŃ, savo paproļius, tradicijas bei teritorijŃ.  

Per tokǱ palyginti trumpŃ nepriklausomybǟs laikotarpǱ teko pergyventi Lenkijos, 

Vokietijos bei Rusijos bandymus pakenkti mums, kaip tautos vienetui. Ġiandien 

galime didģiuotis jog ESAME, KALBAME protǟviȎ kalba ir PUOSELǞJAME 

lietuvybň. 

Lietuviġka dvasia iġliko ir buvo perduota iġ kartos Ǳ kartŃ. Tai ta pati dvasia, kuri 

1918m. subȊrusi lyderius Ǳ grupň, strategiġkai pasinaudojus I-ojo Pasaulinio Karo 

sujudimu pasaulyje ir prisijungus prie bendro stalo su kitȎ moderniȎ pasaulio ġaliȎ 

atstovǟm kaip lygiavertei partnerei. 

Visada kovojome uģ geresnň vietŃ po saule. Lietuviġka dvasia iġgyveno Lenkijos 

okupacijŃ, II-ŃjǱ PasaulinǱ karŃ, SovietȎ okupacijŃ. Kaip ir prieġ 1918 

nepriklausomybǟs deklaracijŃ, taip ir vǟliau, sugebǟjom iġlikti ir atsispirti SovietȎ 

okupacijai. 1990m. pasaulio Ǳvykiai paskatino pradǟti vis garsiau kalbǟti apie 

nepriklausomybǟs atkȊrimŃ. Mes vǟl gi pasinaudojome besikeiļianļia politine 

pasaulio padǟtimi bei technologijomis, susibȊrǟme ir 1991 metais paskelbǟme 

visapusiġkŃ nepriklausomybň. 

Dabar jau iġkyla klausimas apie iġlikimŃ tos lietuviġkos dvasios, kuri mus atvedǟ 

Ǳ naujus amģius, kai jau nǟra priespaudos. Mes turime amģiȎ paveldŃ: kalbŃ, 

kultȊrŃ, tradicijas ir unikaliŃ istorijŃ. Nepraraskime ġio ġvento turto! Neveltui mes 

jau daugiau nei 40 metȎ ĂĢynioñ laikraġtyje spausdiname citatŃ ĂLietuviais esame 

mes gimň, lietuviais norime ir bȊti! 

 

Arvidas Jaraġius 

 

PIRMININKO ĢODIS 
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1918 ï 2018  

 

This year we are celebrating 100 years since brave, bold Lithuanians gathered, 

took great risks and announced the intent of the Lithuanian people to become an 

independent nation.  

We are celebrating that through many various attempts to eliminate the 

Lithuanian nation, it survived. It survived the Polinization of its leadership and 

nobility, it survived the Latinization of the records, and it survived the Russian 

attempt to eliminate the Lithuanian language. Through these extreme times our 

language, culture and families maintained and survived. The Lithuanian spirit 

survived to create a leadership that, in 1918, was able to take advantage of the 

turmoil of World War I to organize a movement to join the modern nations of the 

world as a full-fledged member. As we know, sometimes we must fight to maintain 

the great things in life.  

The Lithuanian spirit did survive a Polish occupation, World War II, and the 

Soviet occupation. Just as in the years prior to the 1918 declaration, when the 

Lithuanian spirit refused to be extinguished, so too, did it survive the Soviet 

occupation. In 1990 the reestablishment of Lithuanian independence was 

proclaimed. Again, taking advantage of a changing world, politically and 

technologically, Lithuania resurfaced and became a fully independent nation in 

1991. 

Now, the question remains, how do we maintain 

this Lithuanian spirit in a new age, an age of 

passive pressure. We have a language, a culture,  

traditions and a history that are unique. Let us not  

lose it. As weôve said in Zynys for over 40 years:  

Lietuviais esame mes gimň, Lietuviais norime ir  

bȊti - Lithuanians we were born, Lithuanians we  

wish to remain.  

 

Arvidas Jarasius 

 

 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT  
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1917 metȎ rugsǟjo mǟnesǱ Vilniuje, gavus vokieļiȎ valdģios leidimŃ, Ǳvyko Vilniaus konferencija, Ǳ kuriŃ 

suvaģiavo ǱvairiȎ paģiȊrȎ visuomenininkai bei skirtingȎ socialiniȎ padǟļiȎ atstovai iġ visos Lietuvos. 

Konferencijoje dalyvavo 214 asmenȎ. Rugsǟjo 18ï22 dienomis vykusioje konferencijoje buvo aptarti reikalai 

nedalyvaujant jokiems oficialios valdģios atstovams. BȊtent ġio suvaģiavimo metu buvo iġrinkta Lietuvos 

Taryba, kuriai iġkeltas tikslas - siekti Lietuvos valstybingumo. Taryba buvo sudaryta iġ skirtingȎ politiniȎ 

paģiȊrȎ asmenȎ, idant taryba atspindǟtȎ skirtingas politiniȎ pusiȎ paģiȊras. Po Tarybos iġrinkimo keli 

krikġļionys demokratai savo vietas Taryboje uģleido kairiȎjȎ paģiȊrȎ atstovams. 

Konferencijos metu J.Ġaulys praneġǟ apie Tautos TarybŃ, jos uģdavinius, nariȎ skaiļiȎ ir sudǟtǱ. 

Susirinkusieji priǟmǟ kun. Ġmulkġļio direktyvŃ Tautos Tarybai, kad bȊtȎ pasirȊpinta leidimais Konferencijos 

nariams vietose daryti susirinkimus dǟl praneġimȎ apie darbus.  

Susirinkimo balsavimu buvo priimti ġie punktai: 

Tautos Tarybai leidģiama kooptuoti*  naujus narius, 

Kooptuotiems nariams duodamas sprendģiamasis balsas, 

KooptuojamȎ nariȎ skaiļius neprivalo sudaryti daugiau, kaip ı dalǱ visȎ lietuviȎ nariȎ skaiļiaus. 

Tautos Tarybos lietuviȎ nariȎ skaiļius 20. 

MaģumȎ nariȎ skaiļius Tautos Taryboje nustatomas 5ï6 ģmonǟs (pagal Tarybos nuoģiȊrŃ ir reikalŃ). 

Iġrinkimo bȊdas paliekamas Tarybai. Direktyva: maģumȎ atstovus kooptuojant, galima vadovautis jȎ paļiȎ 

pasirinkimu. 

MaģumȎ atstovams Ǳeiti Ǳ Tautos TarybŃ sŃlygos: kad solidarizuotȎ su priimtuoju Lietuvos 

nepriklausomybǟs obalsiu, kad nebȊtȎ susitepň prieġinga Lietuvai akcijŃ ir kad suprastȎ lietuviȎ kalbŃ. 

Pirmininkas praneġǟ, kad Tautos Tarybon iġrinkti ġie ģmonǟs: dr. J.Basanaviļius, J.Ġaulys, A.Smetona, 

P.Klimas, M.Birģiġka, kun.dr. Stankeviļius, kun. Mironas, kun. Staugaitis, A.Stulginskis, S.Kairys, 

K.Bizauskas, J.Smilgeviļius, D.Malinauskas, kun.Ġaulys, S.Banaitis, Pr.Dovidaitis, kun. A.Petrulis, kun. 

Urbanaviļius, J.Vailokaitis, Jok.Ġernas. 

KitŃ dienŃ pirmininkas praneġǟ apie buvusǱ Tautos Tarybos nariȎ posǟdǱ, kuriame, pasitarus tarpu savy 

deġiniosios grupǟs ģmonǟms, momento svarbumu vaduodamies, keli nariai pasisakǟ, kad norǟs paliuosuoti 

savo vietas. Bendruoju sutarimu iġ Tautos Tarybos iġǟjo kun. Stankeviļius ir kun. Urbanaviļius. JȎ vieton 

Tarybos nutarimu buvo kvieļiami J.Vileiġis ir S.Narutaviļius. Susirinkimas sutinka praneġimŃ triukġmingu 

delnȎ plojimu ir J.Vileiġio ir S.Narutaviļiaus pririnkimŃ patvirtina atviru balsavimu.* 

 

p.s. Straipsnis paraġytas to meto neģinomo autoriaus. Straipsnio kalba netaisyta. 

 

*kooptuoti ģodģio reikġmǟ ï Ǳtraukti naujŃ narǱ Ǳ kolegialȎ organŃ be rinkimȎ 

 

 

 

 

VILNIAUS KONFERENCIJA  
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CONFERENCE IN VILNIUS  

 

In Vilnius in September 1917, a conference was authorized by the occupying German government.  This 

conference brought together a variety of social groups with varying views from all over Lithuania. 

214 people participated in the September 18th to 22nd conference without any official government 

representatives.  The conference did elect a Council of Lithuania (Tautos Taryba), which was assigned the task 

of achieving statehood for Lithuania. The Council was made up of people of different political views to insure 

that all of them would be reflected. After the election of the Council of several Christian Democrats gave their 

seats away to  representatives of left-wing parties . 

J. Ġaulys, as spokesman, informed the nation about the Council, its objectives and membership.  The 

Council accepted Rev. Ġmulkġļis directive to permit members of the Council to conduct local meetings in 

order to report on the work of the Council.   

The Council adopted the following: 

The Council is allowed to add new members 

New members will be allowed to vote 

The number of new members shall not exceed 25% of elected members 

The Council will have 20 members. 

The number of minority members will be 5-6 according to the Council's need and discretion 

The selection of minority members is left to the Council with the directive: representatives, as much as 

possible, should be of the minority groups choosing . 

The conditions of membership on minority members are: solidarity with concept of Lithuanian 

independence, are not opposed to the Lithuanian campaign and must understand the Lithuanian language 

The Council President announced that the Lithuanian Council members were: Dr. J. Basanaviļius, J. 

Ġaulys, A. Smetona, P. Klimas, M. Birģiġka, Rev. Dr. Stankeviļius, Rev. Mironas, Rev. Staugaitis, A. 

Stulginskis, S. Kairys, K. Bizauskas, J. Smilgeviļius, D. Malinauskas, Rev. Ġaulys, S. Banaitis, Pr. Dovidaitis, 

Rev. A. Petrulis, Rev. Urbanaviļius, J. Vailokaitis, Jok. Ġernas. 

Following the first meeting, the president announced that the following members of right-wing parties 

decided to vacate their seats: Kun. Stankeviļius, Kun. Urbanaviļius. In their place the Council invited J. 

Vileiġis and S. Narutaviļius as members.  Their acceptance was received by the Council with an enthusiastic 

response and J. Vileiġis  and S Narataviļius were admitted on a voice vote. 
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KLB  2018 m. nepriklausomybǟs minǟjimo nuotraukos 

Photos of CLC 2018 Independence Commemoration 
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KLB  2018 m. nepriklausomybǟs minǟjimo nuotraukos 

Photos of CLC 2018 Independence Commemoration 
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100 EKEĻIȍ LIETUVOS 100-MEĻIUI! 

100 ICE HOLES FOR 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF LITHUANIA!  
 

Nors 1996 metȎ sausio 10 d. Kolorado UolǟtȎjȎ 

kalnȎ miestelyje Freizeryje (angl. Fraser ï aut. past.) 

buvo uģregistruota pati ģemiausia iġ visȎ ģemyniniȎ 48-

iȎ JAV valstijȎ temperatȊra (ï47,2 ÁC), taļiau 

nemanau, kad dǟl ġio fakto 1990 m. pabaigoje Ǳ jǱ 

suplȊdo tiek treļiabangiȎ. Lietuvius Ǳ ġiŃ vietovň traukǟ 

ne vien darbai, kuriȎ nǟ vienam netinginļiam dirbti dar 

netrȊko, bet ir tyras oras, nuostabi kurortinǟ gamta, 

ģvejyba, medģioklǟ ir visa kita, kuo negali pasigirti 

mieste gyvenantys tautieļiai. Nors tankiausiai ï net 

20,8 proc. ï lietuviȎ kilmǟs gyventojȎ JAV yra 

uģregistruota Naujojoje Filadelfijoje, Pensilvanijoje, 

taļiau vienu metu Freizeris nedaug teatsiliko. 2000 

metais, gyventojȎ suraġymo duomenimis, Freizeryje 

gyveno 963 gyventojai, o Grand County panaġiu 

laikotarpiu vietiniai gyventojai suskaiļiavo net 118 

lietuviȎ. Ir visi jie buvo susitelkň aplink ġǱ nedidelǱ 

kalnȎ miestelǱ. Freizerio bibliotekoje vienu metu net 

buvo pradǟta uģsakinǟti lietuviġkŃ spaudŃ. 
Ir Lietuvoje, ir kitose ġalyse gyvenantys lietuviai 

ġiemet raginami ġvňsti Lietuvos 100-metǱ iġtisus metus, 

tad prie ġios graģios idǟjos nutarǟ prisijungti ir 

Ăkalnieļiaiñ (mes, kalnȎ papǟdǟje gyvenantys lietuviai, 

taip neuģgauliai Ǳpratome vadinti tautieļius, 

gyvenanļius netoli slidinǟjimo baziȎ). Nors ġiuo metu 

lietuviȎ Freizeryje gyvena daug maģiau, taļiau 

unikalumu jie vis dar neatsilieka. Apsikeitus keliais 

telefoniniais skambuļiais, kovo 10 dienŃ buvo nutarta 

ant Granbio eģero (angl. Lake Granby ï aut. past.) dar 

kartŃ atġvňsti ġǱ visiems lietuviams svarbȎ jubiliejȎ su 

ġȊkiu Ă100 ekeļiȎ Lietuvos 100-meļiui!ñ. 
Neseniai vienoje iġ Lietuvos televizijos laidȎ 

iġgirdau neigiamai linksniuojamŃ LazdijȎ merŃ, kurio 

iniciatyva Lietuvos nepriklausomybǟs atkȊrimo diena 

buvo atġvňsta ne kovo 11, o kitŃ dienŃ. Nors aġ pats esu 

gimňs ir augňs Lazdijuose ir galbȊt ne visai pritariu 

ġiam mero pasirinkimui, taļiau mums, gyvenantiems 

Ǳvairiose JAV LietuviȎ Bendruomenǟs apylinkǟse ir 

iġsisklaidģiusiems toli vienas nuo kito, ġvňsti tautines ar 

tradicines ġventes kitŃ dienŃ yra jau seniai nusistovǟjňs 

ir niekam debatȎ nekeliantis reikalas. 

Pagaliau iġauġo ilgai lauktas kovo 10 dienos, 

ġeġtadienio, rytas. Nors paļiame Denveryje kai kas jau 

seniai vaikġļioja apsinuoginň blauzdas, taļiau po dviejȎ 

valandȎ kelio kalnȎ link oras labiau priminǟ Ġiaurǟs  

On January 10, 1996 the lowest temperature in the 

mainland 48 states, -47.2 ° C, was registered in Fraser, 

Colorado, but I donót think that it was because of this 

that in 1990 a huge wave of new Lithuanian 

immigrants flooded into Frazier.  Lithuanians were 

attracted to this area not only by jobs, which were 

available for anyone willing to work, but by the clean 

air, the beautiful resort setting, fishing, hunting and 

everything else that couldnót be done in the big city. 

Although the largest percentage, 20.8%, of Americans 

with Lithuanian roots are registered in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, Fraser isnôt far behind.  In 2000, 

according to the population census, there were 963 

inhabitants in Fraser while in Grand County in the 

same period, we counted 118 Lithuanians. They were 

all had gathered around this small mountain town. The 

Fraser library even started ordering the Lithuanian 

press. 

This year, Lithuanians living in Lithuania and 

abroad are being called to celebrate Lithuania's 100-

year anniversary of independence. The "kalnieļiai" 

(Lithuanian mountain dwellers) decided to join this 

beautiful movement. "Kalnieļiai" is what we 

Lithuanians living in the foothills call our fellow 

countrymen living near the ski areas.  Although, today, 

there are fewer Lithuanians living in Fraser, they 

maintain their uniqueness.  After several telephone 

calls, it was decided to celebrate this important 

Lithuanian celebration on March 10th on Lake Granby 

with the slogan "100 fishing holes for Lithuania's 

100th Anniversary!". 

Recently, in a Lithuanian television broadcast, I 

heard the Mayor of Lazdijai, take the initiative to 

celebrate the Day of Restoration of Independence of 

Lithuania not on March 11th but on another 

day.  Although, I was born and raised in Lazdijai, and 

perhaps do not quite agree with his decision, for us, 

living in different Lithuanian chapters across America 

and dispersed far from each other, changing the dates 

we celebrate traditional holidays is accepted. 

Eventually, the long awaited Saturday morning, 

March 10th, arrived.  Although in Denver some were 

already wearing summer shorts, the two hour drive 

into the mountains was a reminder that in March the 

Colorado weather could still be more like the North 
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 aġigalǱ nei kovo mǟnesǱ likusioje Kolorado valstijoje. 

Nemǟgdamas anksti keltis, aġ pasirinkau kitŃ iġeitǱ ï 

atvaģiavau iġ vakaro ir pernakvojau pas draugŃ. Kai 

ġeġtadienǱ nuvykau Ǳ stovyklavietǟs vietŃ, ryġkiai 

plazdanti trispalvǟ jau iġ toli rodǟ, kur renkasi lietuviai. 
Eketǟs jau buvo iġgrňģtos, tad teliko tik iġ spalvotȎ 

balionȎ iġdǟlioti trispalvň. Granbio eģeras yra 8,284 

pǟdȎ (daugiau nei 2,5 km ï aut. past.) aukġtyje virġ 

jȊros lygio, tad, patikǟkite manim, prie tokio aukġļio 

neǱpratusiems ļia ir kvǟpuoti nebuvo lengva, jau 

nekalbu apie balionȎ pȊtimŃ. Gerai, kad Gintas 

pasirȊpino keliais suspausto oro balionais, tad kol 

uģteko slǟgio, tai buvo tiesiog iġsigelbǟjimas! 

Iġsigelbǟjimas buvo ir Kňsto atneġta palapinǟ, kurioje 

suġalň nuo ģvarbaus vǟjo galǟjome nors trumpam 

pasiġildyti. 
Pabaigus tvirtinti trispalvň jau greit pakvipo ant 

groteliȎ kepama mǟsa, aidǟjo garsus juokas ir kalbos. 

Kaģkas per internetŃ paleido ĂLietausñ radijo stotǱ iġ 

Lietuvos. Ġventǟ prasidǟjo Ǳsiamģinimu bendroje 

nuotraukoje ir giedamu Lietuvos himnu, kurǱ garsus 

ģvarbus vǟjas greit iġsklaidǟ po apie pusň metro 

uģġalusǱ Granbio eģerŃ (eģero plotas ï 29,39 kv. km, 

giliausia vieta ï 67 m. ï aut. past.). 
Didģiausia renginio atrakcija turǟjo bȊti poledinǟs 

ģȊklǟs varģybos. Ġiose apylinkǟse lietuviai seniai 

iġgarsǟjň dideliais laimikiais. Ġtai Edvardui uģkibo 

iġkart ï dar neprasidǟjus varģyboms. Deja, jis nespǟjo 

pagauti savo meġkerǟs ir ji buvo Ǳtraukta Ǳ eketň. Uģ 

keliȎ minuļiȎ padǟtǱ iġtaisǟ mȊsȎ vyriausias 80-metis 

ģvejys Petras: jis iġtraukǟ ir Edvardo ģuvǱ, ir jo 

meġkerň. Gaila, kai tai Ǳvyko prieġ varģybȎ paskelbimŃ 

ir ġis laimikis buvo neǱskaitytas. 
Prasidǟjus varģyboms, kaģkodǟl niekam nekibo. 

Buvo ir pratňstas varģybȎ laikas, ir pakeistos sŃlygos, 

bet niekoé Tad paruoġti diplomai liko be nugalǟtojȎ 

pavardģiȎ ir aukso puodŃ teko grŃģinti jǱ sukrovusiems 

ģvejams. Aiġku, norǟjosi kiek palankesnio oro, daugiau 

dalyviȎ ir varģybȎ nugalǟtojȎ, bet juk ne tai 

svarbiausia! Svarbiausia, kad visus lydǟjo puiki 

nuotaika ir mȊsȎ uģsibrǟģtas tikslas paminǟti Lietuvos 

100-metǱ visai kitaip buvo pasiektas. Tikiuosi, kad 

poledinǟs ģȊklǟs tradicija Lietuvos nepriklausomybǟs 

atkȊrimo savaitgalio metu bus palaikoma kiekvienais 

metais. Dǟkojame visiems Ăkalnieļiamsñ uģ puikiai 

organizuotŃ renginǱ. Kitais metais bus dar geriau! 

 
Romualdas Zableckas 

Pole.. Not wanting to get up early, I chose the easy way 

out - I drove up the evening before and stayed with a 

friend.  When I arrived at Lake Granby on Saturday, 

the bright, flapping, yellow, green and red, Lithuanian 

flag was visible from far away, showing where the 

Lithuanians were gathered. 

The fishing holes had already been drilled, so they 

only needed to place the yellow, green and red 

balloons to create the image of the flag.  Granby Lake 

is 8,284 feet (more than 2.5 km) above sea level, so 

believe me, for those not conditioned, it's not easy to 

breathe, let alone blow up balloons.  Luckily, Gintas 

brought a couple compressed air tanks.  Kestas 

brought a tent so that those frozen in the brutal wind 

could warm themselves for a short time. 

After firmly securing the Lithuanian flag, the 

sweet smell of meet on grill and the sounds of talking 

and laughter filled the air.  Someone was playing 

ĂLietausñ Radio Channel from Lithuania via the 

Internet.  The celebration began with proclamations 

and the singing of the Lithuanian anthem, which, the 

blustery winds quickly scattered over Lake Granbyós 

half a meter thick frozen surface.  (Lake Granby is 

29.39 sq km, the deepest part is 67 meters). 

The biggest attraction of the event was the ice 

fishing competition.  In Grand County Lithuanians 

have long been famous for their large 

catches.  Edvardasós line was immediately taken, but 

it was before the competition even began.  Sadly, he 

was not able to catch his fishing pole and it was pulled 

into the hole.   Luckily the situation was corrected by 

our oldest fisherman, 80-year-old Peter; he caught 

Edvardas's fish and his fishing pole.  It was a shame 

that it was before the competition had officially begun.  

This catch was not counted. 

Finally, the competition started, but the fish 

stopped biting.  The end time was extended and 

conditions were changed but no one caught 

anything.  So, the prepared certificates were left 

without winners' names and the golden trophy was left 

not won.  Of course, we wanted a bit more favorable 

weather, more participants and winners, but that 

wasnôt the most important thing! The most important 

thing is that we were all left in great mood and our goal 

of celebrating 100 years of Lithuania uniquely, was 

accomplished. I hope that the tradition of ice fishing 

during the Lithuanian Independence Restoration 

weekend will become a yearly tradition. Thank you to 

all the "kalnieļiai" for a perfectly organized event. 

Next year will be even better! 

Romualdas Zableckas 


