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Sveikiname! Greetings!

Tikime, kad vasara visiems praejo gerai.
Reiskiame uzuojauta tiems, kurie planavo
surasti daug baravyku, bei kitokiy gryby.
Sie metai buvo bene blogiausi gryby metai
paskutiniyjy 30-ties mety laikotarpyje. Bet
Stal,- slidin¢jimas jau prasidéjo!

Visi su jdomumu sekame gyvenima
Lietuvoje, kuris, atrodo, ne tik nepasitaisé,
bet dar ir pablogéjo. Bloga valdzia?! Sioje
Zynio vietoje anks¢iau buvo pasakyta, kad
Lietuvos Zzmonés, rinkdami nauja valdzia,
balsavo ne su protu, bet su pilvu.
Teisingiau gal buty galima pasakyti, kad jie
balsavo ne “su” pilvu, bet “dél” pilvo, kitaip
sakant, balsavo tikédamiesi geresnio
ekonominio gyvenimo. O tas yra visai
normalu ir nereiskia, kad jie balsavo uz
LDDP partija dél to, kad jos dauguma
sudaro buve komunistai. Panasiai darome
ir mes, kai, pvz., prie§ metus balsavome uz
Amendment 1. Sis Amendment sickia
sustabdyti visa laikg, gal ir be reikalo,
kylanc¢ius mokeséius. Maziau mokeséiy,
geriau miusy kiSenei, geriau miisy pilvui.
Kokia valdzia Lietuvoje bebaty, mes
dziaugiameés, kad ji yra Lietuvos, o ne
Taryby Lietuvos. Galime tik viltis, kad
laikui bégant susitvarkys ir valdzia ir
Lietuvos ekonomingé biklée. O tuo tarpu
misy tikslas, kaip ir anksciau, lieka
visokiais badais prisidéti darbu ar aukomis

We hope everybody had a beautiful
summer. Too bad about the mushrooms.
This year must have been the worst for
mushrooms during the last 30 years. But
look,- skiing has already started!

We all follow with interest the life in
Lithuania, which, it seems, has gotten worse
instead of better. Bad government?! It was
stated in this space of Zynys earlier, that
Lithuanian people voted with their bellies
instead of brains. Perhaps more accurately
we should say not “with” their bellies but
“for” their bellies, in other words, for a
better economic life. That is quite normal,
and it does not mean that the vote went for
the LDDP party because its majority is
made up from previous communists. We
did a similar thing last year approving
Amendment 1. The purpose of this
Amendment was to stop the ever increasing,
and not always just, burden of taxes. Less
taxes, better for our pocket, better for our
bellies.

Whatever government Lithuania has, we are
glad it is one of Lithuania instead of the
Soviet Republic of Lithuania. Let us only
hope that the government as well as the
economy will improve as time goes on. In
the meantime, as before, our aim remains to
help to speed up in one way or another the



prie greitesnio Lietuvos ir jos gyventoju
padéties pageréjimo.

PASKUTINIEJI IVYKIAI

Geguziné

Misy metiné geguzing, jvykusi Eldorado
Canyon State Parke rugpitic¢io 22d., pragjo
labai maloniai. Daug dalyviy, pamate parka
pirma kartg, iSreiské pageidavimus daryti ir
sekancig geguzing toje pacioje vietoje.
Misy Selpiamiems naslai¢iams ta proga
buvo gauta 220 dol. auky ir trys poros baty.
Leésy telkimas naslai&iy batams tesiamas ir
toliau.

Susitikimas su vyskupu Pauliu Baltakiu
Susitikimas su vyskupu Baltakiu jvyko
rugpiticio 15d. Sveciy tarpe buvo kun.
Jonas Vailionis ir broliukas Julius
Sasnauskas i$ Lietuvos, kun. Hose Margis i$
Argentinos, kun. Edmundas Putrimas,
Vasario 16 d. gimnazijos Vokietijoje
kapelionas, ir Amerikos Balso Zurnalistas
Linas Rimkus i§ Wasingtono. Valdyba
dékoja p. Juliui Bulotai uz salés pariipinimg
ir ponioms Antaninai Bulotienei ir Elenai
Sakienei-Sluder uZ vaisiy suorganizavima.
Ivairius reikalus diskutuojant vyskupas
teigiamai reagavo apie galimybe parapinti
ir atsiysti | Denverj lietuvi kuniga, jei tas
buty pageidaujama kokiy nors §vencéiu, kaip
pvz. Velyky, proga. Nariai kviec¢iami Siuo
reikalu pareiksti savo nuomone gruodzio
12-tos dienos parengime.

ATEITIES IVYKIAI

Kalédy Egluté 4

Musy metiné Kalédy Egluté jvyksta
sekmadieni, gruodzio mén 12 d. Woman’s
Club of Denver patalpose, 940 Lincoln St.
(5-Kki blokai i pietus nuo Colfax Ave.).
Renkameés nuo 12 val. Lietuviski pietiis 2
val. p.p. Raginame visus padaryti
rezervacijas i§ anksto, graZinant
rezervacijos lapelj ir pinigus miisy
iZzdininkui, arba skambinant nurodytiems

progress of Lithuania and the well being of
the Lithuanian people.

RECENT HAPPENINGS

Picnic

Our annual picnic, which took place in
Eldorado Canyon State park on August
22nd, was a great success. Many
participants, seeing this beautiful park for
the first time, expressed their desire to hold
the next picnic in the same place. On this
occasion we received monetary donations
of $220 and three pairs of shoes for our
orphans. The drive for additional funds to
purchase shoes continues.

Get Together with Bishop Baltakis

The get together with bishop Baltakis took
place on August 15th. Among the guests
were Father Jonas Vailionis and Brother
Julius Sasnauskas from Lithuania, Father
Hose Margis from Argentina, Father
Edmundas Putrimas, the chaplain of
Vasario 16 Lithuanian High School in
Germany, and American Voice journalist
Linas Rimkus from Washington. Our
thanks go to Julius Bulota for obtaining the
club house and to Mrs. Antanina Bulota and
Mrs. Elena Sakas-Sluder for organizing and
preparing the food. His Excellency
responded positively and would be willing
to assist to have a Lithuanian priest come to
Denver for an occasion of some holiday,
such as Easter, should the Community so
desire. The members are invited to
comment on this during the December 12th
Christmas Party.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Christmas Party

Our annual Christmas Party will take place
on Sunday, December 12th, at the Woman's
Club of Denver, 940 Lincoln St., (5 blocks
South from Colfax Ave.). Doors open at 12
noon. Lithuanian dinner will be served at
2:00 p.m.. Please make reservations by
returning the reservation form and money to
our treasurer or by calling the designated
persons not later than December S5th. All



asmenims ne véliau kaip gruodzio S d.
Prasome tévy atnesti paruostas ir su vaiko
vardu pazymeétas dovanéles, kurias Kaledy
Senelis iSdalins. Mes bandysime paripinti
transportacijg vyresnio amziaus nariams, jei
tokiy pageidavimy biaty. Skambinkite tel.
795-6933.

Papuosta Kalédy Egluté

U.S. West Communications vel planuoja
Kalédy sezono metu turéti jvairiy tautybiu
papuostas Kalédu eglutes. Kaip ir praeityje,
eglute lietuviskais motyvais sutiko papuosti
Bernice Feliss ir Adéle Mikeleviciene.

Nepriklausomybés Sventés Minéjimas
Data ir vieta dar nenustatyta, bet
pagrindiniu kalbétoju minéjimui turésime p.
Vytauta Cekanauska, Lietuvos Garbés
Konsula i§ Los Angeles.

Naslai¢iy Namai (Laima Jarasienés)

Sia vasarg lankydoma Lietuva as turéjau
proga nuvaziuoti j Siaulius. Ten aplankiau
naslai¢iy namus kuriuos musy
bendruomemé Selpia. Kandangi noréjau
matyti kaip jie “tikrai” gyvena, mano vizitas
nebuvo pranestas iS anksto. AS buvau
nustebinta - pastatas Svarus, tvarkingas, net
tuoletai blizgéjo! Buvo labai malonu matyti
vaikucius besinaudojant miisy suaukotais
daiktais, tik buvo aisku, kad nebuvo gana.
Viskas riipestingai i§dalinta, o misy
paaukoti batukai taupomi tik ypatingom
dienom. IS viso vaiky yra 60 - jauniausi
3-jy mety or vyriausi 11 mety. Visi vaikai
yra naslaiciai, kurie turi kokj nors kalbos
trikuma, ir dél to jie skaitosi netinkami
istinéjimui. Ziiirint i vaikus,to nezinotum -
visi atrodo labai patenkinti ir laimingi, net
man padainavo. DidZiausig ir gal
svarbiausia jspudi man padaré vaikuciy
Sypsenos - iS to viskas buvo aisku.

parents please bring clearly marked gift
packages for their children for distribution
by Santa Claus. We will try to provide
transportation for our senior members,
should there be any such requests, Call
795-6933

Lithuanian Christmas Tree

U.S. West Communications once again
plans to have ethnic Christmas trees in their
building. As in the past, Bernice Feliss and
Adele Mikelevicius kindly agreed to
decorate the Lithuanian Christmas tree.

Commemoration of Lithuania’s
Independence

The date and place is not yet established,
but the main speaker for this occasion will
be Mr Vytautas Cekanauskas, the Honorary
Consul of Lithuania from Los Angeles.

Our Orphanage (by Laima Jarasius)

On a recent trip to Lithuania, I had the
opportunity to visit Siauliai and the
orphanage our community supports. My
visit was unannounced, as I wanted to see
them unprepared; to see "how they really
live”. Was I ever surprised! The facility is
spotless, inside and out. Everything was
very neat and orderly, from the childrens’
rooms to the kitchen - not to mention the
toilets; the cleanest I saw in Lithuania. I
was pleased to see the items we collected
being used. However, it doesn't seem like
enough. What they do have is carefully
rationed and the boots we sent are used
mostly for special occasions. The children
themselves range in ages from 3-11,
approximately 60 in all. The children have
various speech impediments and are
considered undesirable for adoption,
although you wouldn't know that by looking
at them. They were all very happy and
satisfied. They treated me to an impromptu
concert, but what impressed me the most
and, perhaps most importantly, were the
children’s smiles. That made everything
clear vt



Lésy Fondas Naslaiciams

1 ¢350 telkimas naslai¢iams vyksta toliau.
Kalédy Eglutés metu turésite proga
pamatyti naslaic¢iy nuotrauky ir trumpa
filma. Ta proga taip pat ivyks “tylios
varzytinés”, kuriose galésite isigyti idomius
ir grazius naslai¢iy piesinius, kuriuos mes
gavome pereitg vasara.

Daug parduotuviy ir valgykly pardavinéja
ar veltui duoda jvairius pagrazintus
plastikinius puodukus. Mes norime surinkti
tokiy puoduky kolekcija ir j3 nusiysti
vaikams. Jiems tas biity grazus suvenyrai.
Jasy piniginés aukos taip pat vertinamos.

"Ritos” Sokiq Grupé
Sokiy grupé “Riita” po vasaros atostogy vél

repetuoja. Sokéjy niekuomet néra per daug.

Jel interesuojatés, skambinkite vadovel
Lionei Kazlauskienei, tel. 388-7740.

" Zodziai-ZodZiai"

Miisy apylinkés nariy Evelinos ir Broniaus
Masioku paruostas ir iSleistas
Lietuviy-Angly kalby Zodynas
"Zodziai-Zodziai” turéjo dideli pasisekimg.
Jis yra ypa¢ naudingas gerai nemokantiems
lietuviy kalbos. Sio zodyno II-ji laida buvo
isleista JAV L.B. Svietimo Tarybos.
Norintieji Zodyna isigyti ji dar gali gauti i$
p- Masiokuy, tel. 752-1921.

Vieng Zodyno kopija musu organizacija
dovanojo Denverio miesto bibliotekai.

Bendruomenés Istaiga

JAV Lietuviy Bendruomeneés istaigos
Wasingtone iSlaikymui reikalinga auky.
Prasome prisidéti. ISsami informacija $iuo
reikalu talpinama Siame Zynio numeryje.

Ispudziai
Kaip jauciasi lankant Lietuva po 48 metu?
Kokie yra pirmieji isptidziai dabar

Orphanage Fund Raising

There are several activities planned to
collect things to send to the orphanage. In
addition to showing photographs and a
short video of the children at the Christmas
party, we will auction off a number of
painting and drawings we received this last
suminer.

Many stores and restaurants sell and give
away plastic drinking cups with various
logos and characters on the sides. We are
starting a collection of these cups to send to
the children. They will make great
SOUVENITS.

Monetary donations are always appreciated.

Ruta Dance Group

Our Ruta dancers resumed their rehearsals
after summer vacation. The group can
always use additional dancers. If interested,
call Lione Kazlauskas, tel. 388-7740.

Words-Words

The Lithuanian-English dictionary
"Words-Words”, prepared and published by
the members of our community, Evelyn and
Bruno Masiokas, was a great success. The
dictionary is especially useful for those who
do not have a good command of the
Lithuanian language. The 2nd edition of
this dictionary was published by the
Educational Council of the Lithuanian
American Community. A few copies of the
dictionary are still available from the
authors locally, tel. 752-1921.

One copy of this dictionary was donated by
our organization to the Denver Public
Library

L.A.C. Public Affairs Office

The Lithuanian American Community
Public Affairs office in Washington is in
need of financial assistance. We invite you
to help with donations. More on this
subject elsewhere in this issue of Zynys.

Impressions
How does it feel visiting Lithuania after 48
years? What are the first impressions



atvaziavus i§ Lietuvos apslgyvenu
AmenkOJe? Savo mintimis $iame Zynyje
su murmis pasidalina ilgg laika Denveryje
gyvenanti p. E. Masiokieng, ir pries keletg
menesiy i$ Lietuvos atvykusi Algé
Voscikaite.

APYLINKES NAUJIENOS

Sveikiname Debbie Belk ir Randy Stein,
kurie susilauké dukrelés Annalise Elizabeth
rugpitcio 21 d.

Sveikiname Jenia Steikunas, susilaukusia
anuko Zachary, kuris gime lapkri¢io 11 d.
Motina Monica jaudiasi gerai.

Edita Satiené, mokytoja i Lictuvos
(Kauno), yra gavusi Fullbright stipendija ir
siuos mokslo metus praleidzia déstydama
O’Connell Middle School, Lakewood.
Malonu pastebéti, kad ji ;sxjungu ir
dalyvauja “Riitos” Sokeéjy grupéje.

Baigiant $io Zynio redagavima suzinojome
liidng naujieng, kad lapkri¢io mén. 19 d.
miré Evelina Masiokiené. Vyrui ponui
Broniui Masiokui ir seserei Antaninai
Bulotienéi reiSkiame gilia uzuojauta

Reiskiame nuogirdzig uzuojautg poniai
Otilijai Saulienei dé¢l sesers mirties.

Pardavimui

Lietuviski moters tautiniai rubai, 14
numerio dydZio, padaryti Kaune,
susidedanti i$ sijono, kikliko, kepurés
dviejy gintariniy karoliy. apyrankés, ir
vyriSka juosta, parduodama uz Eeyj.00.
Skambinkite Charles Kowalis, tel.
451-1284

coming from Lithuania now to live in
America? In this issue of Zynys, a member
of our community Mrs. E. Masiokas and a
new arrival Algé Voscikaité share with us
their thoughts.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Congratulations to Debbie Belk and
Randy Stein on the arrival of their
daughter Annalise Elizabeth on Aug 2 1st.

Congratulation to Jenia Steikunas on the
birth of her grandson, Zachary, on Nov
11th. Mother Monica is doing fine.

Edita Satiene, a teacher from Kaunas,
Lithuania, is a recipient of a Fullbright
scholarship. She will spend this school year
teaching at O’Connel Middle School in
Lakewood. It is a pleasure to note that she
is already participating in the Ruta Dance

group.

As we were finalizing this issue of Zynys, .
sad news reached us that Mrs. Evelyn
Masiokas died on Nov 19th. Our sincere
and deep condolences fo out to her husband
Mr. Bruno Masiokas and her sister Toni
Bulota.

Our condolences go out to Otilija Saulius
because of her sister’s death.

For Sale

Lithuanian ladies national costume size gé,
made in Kaunas, consisting of skirt, vest,
hat, two strings of amber, one bracelet and a
man'’s sash, all for $375.00. Call charles
Kowalis, 451-1284



*************************************#************************'****************

1993 CHRISTMAS PARTY

RESERVATION FORM
DATE: December 12th
TIME: 12 noon COCKTAILS, 2PM DINNER
LOCATION: 940 LINCOLN (WOMAN'S CLUB) s
**************************Please reftum by December Sth************** % e o ok e o 3k ok A ok ok e ok
NAME
TELEPHONE
member price

Please reserve; ADULTS X $12.00 = $

STUDENTS. % $10.00 = 3

SENIORS , i $10.00 = $

CHILDREN X $0.00 = $ 0.00

TOTAL $

Non members, please add $2 per person.
Enclose a check and mail to: Juozas Kaleda, 5363 S. Pine Rd.. Evergreen, CO 80439
or call Al Vaitaitis, 795-6933 or Elena Sakas-Sluder. 290-9890

**** Admission at the door without reservations will be $15.00%***
*****************************************************************************

ANNUAL DUES NOTICE
YOUR 1994 DUES ARE DUE
The ZYNYS is mailed to everyone who has paid the yearly membership dues. Dues are paid on
a calendar year basis. Other advantages of membership are admission discounts and voting
privileges. All non-members on the mailing list will treceive the January ZYNYS.

NAME " . : Y

ADDRESS

CITY: STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE
Family - $10.00 Retired Family - $5.00
Single - $ 7.00 Retired Single - $3.50

Mail to: Juozas Kaleda @ 5363 S. Pine Road, Evergreen, CO 80439

‘k****‘k‘k*'k*'k'k***‘k‘k**********‘k********************‘k**‘k***‘k‘k*******‘k‘k***********

WASHINGTONO LB [STAIGOS ISLAIKYMUI SKIRIAMOS

AUKOS LIETUVIU BENDRUOMENEI

JAV LIETUVIU BENDRUOMENE LITHUANIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY, INC.
KRASTO VALDYBOS IZDAS TREASURY OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DONATIONS TO MAINTAIN AND SUPPORT THE LITHUANIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY OFFICE IN WASHINGTON .C

Vardas - Name Adresas - Address Auka - Donation

Make Checks payable to: Lithuanian-American Communitv. Inc. AMail te Daina lrnnakae. DTIE T Ao mas gl et il el s e



Evelyn Masiokas and her husband Bruno returned to Lithuania for

the first time in 48 years. She shares her observations on
THREE UNFORGETTABLE WEEKS IN LITHUANTIA

(Reprinted from American Baltic News with author's permission)

When it became clear that it was now possible to go to
Lithuania and that our airplane would land directly in Vilnius
and not in Moscow, my husband and I began to dream about such
miracle. But...I still did not believe it could happen.

March came - we made ticket reservations for September to co-
incide with special celebrations in honor of the 100th birthday
of my father, Prof. 3. Kolupaila.

August was disappearing rapidly, we were packing... and I
still could not believe it. It did not seem possible when the
Delta airlines jet landed in Frankfurt, Germany, nor did it seem

real when Lufthansa was flying to Vilnius. Finally, I was stand-
ing on Lithuanian soil. I felt stunned, I was watching
everything... as if I was not myself.

Even more unbelievable was the fact that a few hours later it
seemed we had never left the country. We were completely at
home, with our own people.

It was so simple. There was good reason - we were invited to
stay with a young family, both geogaphers. Vida was an exquisite
hostess and a’ delightful human being. Kestutis was a professor at
the University of Vilnius, a coscientious and sincere persocn, a
scientist interested in the life and work of Prof. Kolupaila. We
had a lot in common, -there was no age gap, nor was it noticeablé
we have lived in different countries. One could only dream about
such friendship.

Those were three unforgettable weeks. Our hosts had planned
everything. Our hope was to see Lithuania first, then visit my
husband Bruno's relatives (I have none). And if there was time
left, to try and see our friends with whom we exchanged letters.
Everyone laughed - it will not work. But it worked out just as we
wished, of course, with the help of our hosts.

There was a meticulously prepared plan for our stay. Due to
the fact I have serious health problems(or so we thought), one
day we would travel by car a little farther, but the next day
we'd stay in Vilnius or at our hosts' delightful cottage in the
country. We visited historic places, familiar churches and small
towns, lakes and castles.

I hate to admit it, but after several days, I hopelessly
confused the names of places we had seen. We drove through
ancient forests on very narrow roads, not seeing another car for
hours on end. The fresh air, the peace, the tranquility of those
marvelous woods and forests, it was all very absorbing.

After an unforgettable trip to the Baltic Sea shore, we came
back to Vilnius on the 01d Road, following my father's beloved
river Nemunas. We went to Raguva, Bruno's birthplace, and visited
his brother, later his sister and her family members. We were
honored by a very special reception at the Institute of the
Lithuanian Language, and met many people there.



The rest of the time was spent in Vilnius. We visited the
Television Tower where so many people had been crushed by Russian
tanks in January 1991, saw the reinforcements surrounding the
Parliament, and visited the Antkalnis Cemetary where the martyrs
are burrled

One of the worst parts of the visit was to see the house where
I lived. Once a family home, it now belongs to the “State"' three
families live there now, as well as a post office. The neglect is
beyond description. I felt life drain out of me as I walked - ¥
around on a familiar path. What used to be well-tented flower: ©
beds and fruit trees now looked like unruly wilderness. It's oo
impossible to describe the sadness and hopelessness I el v T

We visited the University in Vilnius, my alma mater where i
used to get lost in innumerable hallways and archways. We went to
the Children's Home where we delivered gifts given us by friends
and neighbors. We saw an unforgettable performance by the folk
ensemble "Lietuva'" at the Opera House in Vilnius, and took part
in several events honoring my dad's birthday :

We also visited the U.S. Embassy in Vilnius, where we
presented the American Ambassador with a copy of our recently
published Lithuanian/English dictionary. The ambassador came to
meet us and greeted us... in Lithuanian!

Throughout our trip, people just knew we were from the United
States. Don't ask me how. Our clothes were not fancy,. not at:all
different from everyone else, we spoke Lithuanian as we walked,
but they all knew we were from U.S. When we stopped at a check-
point on the big highway between Vilnius and Kaunas, the police
officer checked our host's driver's licence and we were soon on
our way, while all other cars were checked thoroughly inside ‘and
out. Our host explained that the officer "just knew" we were' -
Americans. 3

Then came a series of "lasts". The last trip to beautlfull
lakes in the area of Moletai, the last trip to the country
cottage, the last sunset in the country, the last dinner at a
home in Vilnius, the last breakfast, the last walk on the banks’
of the river Neris. Then it was goodbye to our hosts and friends.
There was no last look at Vilnius from the air - the airplane
quickly disappeared into thick clouds.

I did not try to describe the political moods in Lithuania:
they were surpassed by our feelings and the beauty of Lithuania.
Everything else did not seem to be important.

Did all this really happen? Did we visit Lithuania? or was. it
only a brief, enchantlng dream?



AMERIKOJE NERADAU AMERIKOS - PIRMIEJI |SPUDZIAI
: Alge Voscikaite

Netlke}au kad kada nors iSvysiu Amerlka Tuo labiau, Kolorado valstuq Bet kartais
nezmal kolq pokstg gali iSkrésti gyvenimas. Likimas susiklosté taip, kad ne tik sve-
cmosna atvykau bet ir ‘apsigyvenau Boulderyje.

NepaSt'ébéjau,.hkaip greitai ‘prabégo keli meénesiai, nors ir.ne kiekviena diena man buvo
naujiena. Tadciau jei dabar kas paklausty, tai vis dél to kokia ta Amerika, tikriausia ne-
ZinoGiau kg atsakyti. Juk kiekvienas jg mato ir vertina savaip. Na, o plrmlejl 1spudz|a1
pwmos;os staigmenos

Neéu) 'ekomomisté ar kokia nors api\)aigjninké Tad mano pirmosios staigmenos indé-
ny zemeje otiksliau - Bouldenryje, paprastos ir zemiskos, kaip ir pati Zmogaus natara.

Plrmlau5|a man buvo kelsta dairytis | vienaaukscius, vietomis dviaukscius namus.
Atrodo Zzeme Cia, kaip ir Europoje, brangi, taciau Zmonés savo bustus plecia ne j
aukstg, bet | plot;, neauglna darzoviy ar vaisiy.

Po siai dienai stebiuosi lakoniSka parduotuviy architektara: iSoriniu jy paslaptingumu -
be ypatingy langy ir uzrasy - ir vidiniu staigmeniékumu lankytojui - Zaliuoja augmenija,
tryk$ta fontanai'ir daug daug dirbtinés Sviesos. (Kartais $ie biznio gigantai savo ekste—L
riju man primana slaptus karmlus ob]ektus buvosu)je Sowetq Sauungme ) ( g

Dar i |r Siandien negahu ats:stebetl valruoto;q tolerancua vieno kitu atzvniglu nors gatves
ir kel:al beveik visuomet pilni masiny; stebina nemokami laikrasciai kavinése ir
parduotuvese, nors ant kiekvieno kampo esanciuose kioskuose-automatuose uz tg pa-
Cig spauda reikia mokéti; stebiuosi, kad gatvése néra valkataujanéiy Suny bei kadiy.
Staigmena man ir tai, kad bazny¢ios atidarytos tik savaitgaliais ar religiniy $venéiy
dienomis; kad moterys dauglaus1a tamsiaakés, o vyrai - melynakiai. Ir, zinoma, mane
Iablau31a| nustebino tai, kad Zmonés su savo problemomis ir rapesciais, skausmais ir
dziaugsmais tokie patys, kaip ir Lietuvoje. (Tikkriausia ir visame pasaulyje.) Tik skiriasi
gyvenimo salygos ir kultarinis imunitetas.

..Lidudies iSmintis sako, kad kuo giliau j miska, tuo daugiau medziy. Laikui bégant
pirmosios staigmenos blanksta i$ atminties, tampa jprastu gyvenimo reiskiniu. Jas
keicia kitos, tik galbut gilesnées ir sudétingesnés savo turiniu ir prasme. Tad Siandien
sau galiu prisipazinti,-jog Amerikoje neradau Amerikos, nors ir ne dél jos &ia atvykau,
nes realus gyvenimas labai skiriasi nuo skleidziamos propogandos Lietuvije. Bet tai
jau kita tema.



I DID NOT FIND AMERICA IN USA - FIRST IMPRESSIONS
By Alge Voscikaite

I never believed that I will go to America, especially to- the * %
State of Colorado. However, one never knows what the fate may.i
bring. And it so happened that instead of only a visit I have’
settled permanently in Boulder.

The first few months here rushed by very quickly, eventhough

not every day was a surprise. And if someone was to ask me now
to describe America, I am not sure I could do it. Everybody sees
and evaluates things in his own way, and I had mny own first
surprises and impressions.

I am not a politician, economist or some kind of reviewer. My :
first impressions of this land of Indians, or, to be exact, of
Boulder are therefore simple, down to earth, as is human nature.

I was surprised to see single- or two-story homes. I think that
the cost of lots, same as in Europe, is high, however, people

do not strive to build vertically, but prefer instead to expand
horizontally, and growing their own fruits and vegatables in
the back yards does not seem to be a priority at all.

£t

Even today I am still astonished about the simple architecture<of
the store fronts, many without any impressive windows or signs,
as if to keep the inside of the store a secret, and the sudden
change when a visitor goes inside,- the greenery, the. flowing
fountains and the-marvelous effects of -the artificial_ lighting.
Sometimes the simple exteriors of these business glants remind me
of the secret military establishments in what used to be the
Soviet Union.

Likewise it is still hard for me to accept as a fact the
tolerance of the drivers to each other, although the streets and
highways are always full of vehicles; the free copies of ]
newspapers and magazines for customer convenience in coffee
shops, restaurants and waiting rooms of other businesses,
although the same newspapers or magazines are available but must
be purchased on many street corners or wending machines just
outside these establishments; and I wonder what happened to the
starving and sickish cats and dogs which always roam the streets.
How-come that the churches are open only on weekends and during.
the religious holidays, that the women have mostly dark eyes, and
that the most of the men are blue-eyed? And perhaps the biggest
surprise was to find out that the people of this new worlid to me
have the same problems and worries and they share the same joys
and sorrows as in Lithuania, and perhaps in the whole world. Only
the 1living conditions and the cultural immunity are different.

The folklore wisdom says that the deeper into the forest one
goes, the thicker the trees get. As time goes, many of the first
impressions and surprises start fading away and become just a
simple fact of life, and are being replaced by others, perhaps
deeper and more complicated. | mustadmit, however, that what | found was
not the America | imagined and not necessarily the America | was looking for. The
real life here is completely different from how it has been described by the
propoganda in Soviet Lithuania. But that is another story.
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1989 metais, Lietuvos atgimimo judéjimui - SAJUDZIUI - traukiant okupanto uzdétas grandines,
JAV LB Krasto Valdyba ikure Visuomeniniu reikalu jstaiga siekiant jtakingiau informuoti JAV
pO,lltHllO gyvenimo vadovus, visuomenines institucijas ir spauda apie Lietuvos laisves ko’vos
1vyk_1us bei nurodyti sovietinés propdéandos mela bei tiesos iskraipyma.

Keh §1'mta1,-;:IAV K_@ngr,es_o nariu Ir visa ellé ziniy komentatoriu bei Zurnalistu buvo jjungti j
Lietuvos laisvinimo veiklos talka. LB jstaiga teikdama tikslia informacija, sudarydama galimybes
Sajudzio atstovams as$meniSkai- Lietuvos laisvés siekius aiskint JAV Kongrese ir kitur, bei
informuodama i¥eivija, sékmingai pasidarbavo griaunant prosovietines sienas Washingtone.
Washingtono LB jstaiga buvo iSlaikyta Amerikos lietuviu dosniomis aukomis.

Lietuvai atstaCius nepriklausomybe, LB istaigos reik¥me ir atliekami darbai nesibaige. Atejo
metas ~naujose : salygose padéti Lietuvai nepriklausomybe ir demokratija ijtvirtinti. Nors
plrrmausms rupest's ‘tebeéra Rusijos kariuomenés i§ Lietuvos i$vedimas, LB Washingtono istaiga ,
taip pat veikia eko’ﬁon’unes mokshnes ir ﬁumamtarmes paramos 1STapinimo ‘sr‘ityse*' ol
13 -A.

LB jstaiga detaliais memorandumais informavo apie Rusijos kariuomenés judéjimus ir’jos
laikysena. Kai Siais-metais JAV Kongrese buvo sprendziama ekonominé parama Rusijai,
Ji buvo salygota sovietinés kariuomenes atitraukimu i$ Pabaltijo krasty. Tai svarbus politinis
laimejimas tiek Lietuvai, tiek jos iSeivijai.

SuJAVLB Krasto valdybos nariu asmeniska paskata, 1992 metu rudeni prez. G. Bushas rinkimuy
kampamjos metu suprojektavo Pabaltijo valstybéms penkiasde$imt milijonu JAV dolerig ($
50,000,000) investicini fonda ¢("Baltic Enterprise Fund"). Prez. Bushui pralaiméjus rinkimus,
projektas gal biitp buves uzmurStas. Taciau §j pavasari JAV LB Washingtono jstaiga jvairiom
progom liudijo prez. Clintono administracijos pareiginams, kad jsteigimas Pabaltijo
valstybéms skirto investicinio fondo yra Lietuvai labai reikalingas, ir kad jis turety bati kuo
gretcnau !gvvendmtas JAV vyriausybé §.m. birZelio ménesio pabaigoje paskelbé¢ Sio Pabaltijo
kras@ms skirto i myesucmm fondo steigima.

Washingtono LB jstaiga dabar aktyviai padeda JAV LB Ekonominiu reikalu tarybai artimiau
isjjungti j Sio fondo kiirimo eiga. UZzmegzti bendradarbiavimo ry$iai su prez. Clintono
vyriausybés paskirtu fordo steigimo administratoriumi ir turéta visa eile pasitarimu su kitiems
kraStams (Vengrijai, Bulgarijai, Lenkzjal) skirty fondu vadovybéms. JAV LB siekis rySium su
Siuo Pabaltijo krastams skirtu fondu, kad Sio $ 50,000,000 JAV doleriu fondo direktoriais
tapty Lietuva paZjstantys, Lietuvos ripesciams nesvetimi profesionalai. Per LB pastangas
jjungdami stipriausias pajégas padésime Lietuvai, ir taip pat pary3kinsime Amerikos hetuvm
potenciala.
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Washingtono LB _.J.V tuip pat palaiko rysius su JAV Valstybes departamentu. Si pavasarj JAV [

Valstybés departamentas kontaktavo LB Washingtono jstaiga del pagalbos bei patarimy kaip
suorganizuoti Amerikos ambasadoriaus Lietuvai kelione i lietuviu telkinius Klevelande ir
Cikagoje.

Dalyvaujant jvairiose Washingtone vykstanciose svarstybose, JAV LB istaiga yra pastebejusi, kad
Rusijos valdzios pareiginai vel pradeda kalbeti apie jierns priklausancia ‘itaku sfera” Pabaltijo
kra§tuose ir apie Pabaltijo krastu “diskriminacija" prie§ Rusijos karius ir ju Seimas. Tai
pareikalauja taikliy paaiskinimy “position papers”, kuriuos Washingtono 1B jstaiga paruosia pagal
JAV LB Visuomeéniniu reikaly tarybos nurodymus.

Washingtono LB jstaiga attimai bendradarbiavo su Lietuvoy ambasada ir amb. St. Lozorai€iu
orgatizuojant pirmgja verslo konferencija ir ruosiant labdaros srityje veikianciy organizacijy

suvaziavirha Washinigtone. Taciau pabréztina, kad Lietuvos ambasada ir LB jstaiga turi skirtingas.

paskirtis ir veiklos galimybes. Lietuyos ambasada atstovaujd Lietuvos valdZiai.  Lietuvos
ambasada neturi teisés JAV kongresui kalbeti apie Amerikos lietuviy ropeséius, kritikuoti
Lietuvos vyriausybés nutarimus ar pasmerkti Lietuvos Seimo jstatymus, kurie prasilenkia
su Zmogaus teisemis. Tai atlikti gali tik lietuviskosios iSeivijos suleiktu mandatu ir finansine
parama islaikoma visuomenines paskirties jstaiga.

Washingtono LB jstaigos darbas yra platus, Siandien aktualus : reikalingas. JAY LB jstaiga yra
vienintele Amerikos lietuviu atstovybé Washingtone (VLIKo islaikoma ELTA ir Religinés $alpos
i¥laikomas Lietuvin Informacijos Centras jau pries metus uzsidare).

Nors dabarties reikalavimai rodo. kad turétumem $iy pilnu laiku protesionaiiai dirbantia LB
istaiga plésti, §.m. vasario 16-ios proga gautos aukos nepajégia net kuklaus $ 60,000 biudzeto
padengti. Be miisy visy pakartatinos paramos, JAV LB Krasto valdyba turés Sios jstaigos veikla
siaurinti, o 5 rudenj pacia jstaipa uzdaryti. Washingtonv LB jstaigos uizdarymas buaty
nepakeliamas nuostolis Lietuvai ir Amerikos lietuviams.

Tode¢l iuo laisku kvictiame ir raginame savo auka uitikrinti Washingtono LB jstaigos
laikyma, kad ji galety taikliai ir efektingai atstovauti Jasu rapesciams ir energingai bei
efektingai darbuotis jgyvendinant Jasu villis.

Su pagarba 10
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P.S. Simboliniai atsitygindami u¥ kiekvieng gaula $ 50. aukd. {raS8ysime Jisu vardu arba Jusy
paskirtam asmeniui vieny ety prenumeraq JAV LB kraSto valdybos jau (16) §ediolika metu
leidZiamam angly kalba Zumalui - BRIDGES, kuris spausdinamas desimt kart | metus.
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